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Summary 

Re ce n f a dvance 5 m social media and internet comm unicat ia n & have re VO I u tionwe ri the way s peop le interact and di&- 
seminate information. Astronauts ara already taking advantage of these tools by blogging and tweeting from space. 
3nd almost 331 NASA missions now have presences on the major social networking sites. One priority for future 
human explorers on Mars will be com municating their experiences to the peopte hack on Farth- 


During July 200 % a 6-mem her dew of volunteers carried out a si mutated 
Mars mission at th e Flash line Mars Arctic Research Static n (FM.A FtS), The Mars 
Society built the mock Mars habitat in 2000-01 to help develop key knowl- 
edge and inspire the public (or human Mars exploration. It Is located on 
Devon Island a bo ul 1 600 km from the North Pole within the Arctic Circle, The 
Structure is situated on th* rim of Haughton Crater in an environment geo- 
logically and bioio-pi rally analogous to Mara. 
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Living in a ha bust, conducting FVAs wearing space so its, and observing communication delays with "■Earth,'’ the crew 
endured restrictions similar to those that will be faced by future human Mars explorers. Throughout the expedition, 
crewmembers posted dally blog entries, reports, photos, videos, and updates to their Website and sacral media out 
lets Twitter, Fa cebook, YouTube, and Picasa Web Albums. During the sixteen EVAsof their field science research cam- 
paign, FMARS crewmem be rs collected GPS track information and took geotagged photos using GPS-enahSed cam- 
eras. They combined their traverse &PS tracks with photo location information into KML/KMZ files that website visi- 
tors ca i> view i n Google E a rt h. 
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FMARS EVA Maps 

The f MARS crew helped people back on “Earth' its extra -vehicular at 
nvities (EVAsJ by sharing GPS tracks and geotagged photos in Google 
Earth- On this map, red lines depict the 1 km traversed by crewmem- 
bers during all 16 EVAs. Flights of the Maveric unmanned aerial vehicle 
[UAVJ are shown in blue and yellow, Ihe tacky round image Shows a 
vrewto the southwest with theHauglon Crater on the left. 

Nikon donated geotagging Coolpix P6CW cameras, HlkOtt 


Live Webcists 


Although the crow observed a strict 2fMrHruite communication delay with "Earth" 
to simulate a real Mars mission, they broke this rule to conduct four successful live 
webcasts with student groups to provide them a glimpse of life on "Mars." These 
sessions includied the SMU Talented & Gifted Program. NASA Kennedy Space 
Center Interns, NASA Digital Learning Network via Georgia Tech, and Gardendale 
Mag not Elementary School in Florida. The Omega Envoy rover also broadcast te- 
lemetry live from FMARS on Devon island. 
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